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illness on a number of occasions in different countries. Tsafendas was able nonetheless to re-enter South Africa and acquire the low level messenger job -in part because he was not seen to be a non-white-which provided him with proximity to stab the P rime Minister to death in the chamber of the South African Parliament.
Like Henrik Verwoerd, van Woerden was born in the Netherlands. He lived in South Africa for twelve years, begin ning at the age of nine and until his re-emigration to the Netherlands in 1968, six months after the murder of the Prime Minister. He visited South Africa in 1989 specifically to meet Tsafendas and to learn what had happened to him in the twenty years since the assassination. For van Woerden, a celebrated artist and novelist, the quest became a passion to discover "the real" human being who became a murderer and his motivations and "to render something of the South African trauma." The resulting book, an "attempt to achieve an anamnesis, a bringing back to memory of that which has been forgotten," is a fascinat ing account of a scholar as detective. His passion for what might be judged a rather minor actor in history is captivating.
A methodical researcher, van Woerden seemingly examined all of the possible information, buttressing thin areas with inter views with Tsafendas and others and with psychological deduc tions. Part of van Woerden's task was not difficult. In seeking to answer what motivated the assassin, what the death of Verwoerd would mean for the nation, and in preparation for the expected trial, authorities had gathered a massive quantity of documents on Tsafendas. After Tsafendas was adjudged insane and inca pable of trial, the material went unused until van Woerden con sulted them. Van Woerden fashions an urgent tale that in real life unfolded in fragments spread out over many years and four con tinents. His book deserves to be read not only by students of his tory and biography but also by anyone with an interest in the sociology of race. Jacobson's translation from the Dutch reads well.
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